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Skill over size as Wainuiomata win cup
LIAM HYSLOP
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Wainuiomata coach Donny Maxwell

Wainuiomata High School have
finally broken their Stephen
Kearney Cup hoodoo.

The school were beaten finalists
in three of the seven years the
premier Wellington college rugby
league competition was run before
this season.

They finally got their hands on
the trophy on Saturday, beating
Wellington College 24-10 in the
final on their home ground.

Wainuiomata co-coach, Donny
Maxwell, said it was a case of skill
winning out over size after Wel-
lington took an early lead.

‘‘They scored a try in the first
set of six - the size difference was a
factor for us as they had some
really big, hard-running forwards.

‘‘I think what got us over them
was most of my boys played league
all year, playing under-17s for the
Wainui league club that came sec-
ond in the local comp.

‘‘We wore them down and ran
away with it at the end. The know-
ledge of the game helped us,
especially as they had a lot of the
boys that won the first XI Welling-
ton rugby competition.’’

Maxwell has been coaching the
team at club level since under-13s
and took over the school team
three years ago.

For the first time this year, they
continued training through the
school holidays, which he said was
crucial to staying undefeated as
they beat defending champions St
Pat’s Silverstream 30-22 in their
first game back from the break.

‘‘I didn’t think they would want
to but I asked them and they
wanted to train three nights a
week over the school holidays. I
think that really paid off in the
end.’’

They drew a lot of confidence
from that win, which only
increased when they beat St Bern-
ard’s College 54-24 the week after to
make the final.

Two players in the team could
now be in for higher honours as
they head to Australia for trials
with big teams, Maxwell said.

‘‘Montelle Le’Afa is going to the
Canberra Raiders for a trial and
we’ve got Conan Burt going to
Brisbane to look at a couple of
clubs in that area.’’

If successful, they would con-
tinue Wainuiomata’s proud tra-

dition as rugby league stronghold,
with the list of Kiwis players from
the area including John and David
Lomax, David Faiumu and Paul
Whatuira.

He said winning the cup meant
a lot to the school and suburb,
which hosted the New Zealand
Maori Rugby League nationals
over the weekend as well.

‘‘David Faiumu and Paul

Whatuira were actually back on
the weekend running the water for
the Wainui Maori team.

‘‘They made the Stephen
Kearney final part of the maori
national tournament, so we had a
big crowd there which definitely
got us home at the end.

‘‘It was a really big weekend for
Wainui, and with the school win-
ning it just really topped it off,

we’re just so proud of all the boys,
especially their families who have
put a lot of time into it.’’

Maxwell paid tribute to his
first-year co-coach David Tuari, as
well as long-time manager Moana
Kuma.

‘‘Moana has been the manager
for so many years and done a lot
with the school and these younger
boys. They have to attend class to

play league, or any sport, and she
keeps them on the straight and
narrow to keep them going to
school.’’

Meanwhile, college rugby
sevens got underway over the
weekend as well with the Condor
qualifiers. St Mary’s College won
the girls’ final 42-5 over Aotea Col-
lege, while St Pat’s Town beat
Stream 21-7 in the boys’.
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Fern-tastic
news was
worth wait
LIAM HYSLOP
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Amelia Kerr isn’t normally one to
fuss.

But it was an agonising day of
class at Tawa College on Monday
as she waited for the White Ferns
team to be officially announced in
the afternoon.

The day before had been one of
the happiest of her life. It was three
days after her 16th birthday and
she had received the call to say she
had been selected for the New Zea-
land women’s cricket team.

At the time, she was preparing
to go out for dinner with her fam-
ily, giving mum, Jo, sister, Jess,
and dad, Robbie, something extra
to celebrate. The rest of the family
had to wait.

‘‘I’m pretty good at keeping
secrets, but I kind of just wanted to
tell my wider family and stuff [on
Monday] so I was just waiting
until it came out so I could tell
them.’’

Part of that wider family will be
a proud grandfather in former
New Zealand test player Bruce
Murray, who makes up Kerr’s
strong cricketing pedigree, with
her mother playing for Wellington
women and her father a long-time
Wellington Firebird.

Kerr played for New Zealand A
last summer, but said the step up
to the full women’s team would
add a new level of apprehension.

‘‘I’ll be nervous going into a
team environment where I haven’t
been with them before and if I get
to play I’ll obviously be a bit ner-
vous too, but I’m a pretty calm per-
son so I don’t get too nervous
before games.’’

Kerr’s game has taken another
step forward this year following
her introduction to premier boys’
first XI cricket with Tawa Col-
lege’s top team. She made a patient
47 opening the batting against
Scots College in March, playing
alongside her captain, Michael
Fenton, as he scored 121 and their
team managed 274 in their 50
overs.

Kerr then took 2-32 in eight
overs as her team won by 121 runs.

‘‘Playing against the boys has
been really helpful - it’s been some

of the best practice I’ve ever had,’’
Kerr said.

‘‘I get to open the batting too.
Batting against good bowlers and
bowling against good batters has
helped me improve a lot.’’

She said the boys she came up
against showed her due respect -
apart from some tailenders who
fancied sending her leggies over
the rope.

‘‘They’re pretty good about it
and the guys in my team are really
good. The ones in my year group
I’ve played with since I was six or
seven, so we’re all good friends and
they don’t really notice a differ-
ence with me playing in the team.’’

When she returned to play for
the defending national champion
Tawa College girls’ first XI, her
form continued to be sublime.

In six Twenty20 matches she
has taken eight wickets at an aver-
age of 4.5, while in the final to qual-
ify for nationals again, she cracked
108 not out off 79 balls to help her
side to victory - her T20 second
century at the Basin Reserve.

The goal now going into the
White Ferns was to not get com-
placent. ’’I don’t just want to make
the team and feel I’ve achieved my
goal. I want to do well and I’ll keep
working hard until I go away [with
the team].’’

The hard work continues this
month as she prepares for the first
of five one-day internationals
against Pakistan on November 9 in
Christchurch.

O’Dwyer shoots to national prominence
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Summer O’Dwyer took up
smallbore shooting last
year because she liked the
look of a badge a friend had

won.
Now, at the end of her second

year of competition she is the New
Zealand Secondary Schools
Shooting champion and has shot
for New Zealand against the
British Secondary Schools team.

It has been quite the rise for the
year 13 Samuel Marsden Collegiate
School student, who said
conventional sports were never
really her thing.

‘‘I am completely
uncoordinated. I love trying
sports, but I would probably break
my ankle if I tried to do soccer or
something like that.

‘‘I got into shooting because my
friend was doing it when I first
moved down to Wellington last
year and I really liked the badge
she got from the inter-island shoot
so I thought I might have a go to
see if I could get the badge, then I
found I had a bit of a flair for it.’’

She quickly progressed from
the D-grade (average score of up to
89.99) to B-grade (94.00-96.49) and
won the secondary schools title.

For those who don’t follow
shooting, competitors shoot what
is called a ‘‘card’’. Each card has
either 10 or 20 targets on it. A
bullseye is worth 10.1, so the
maximum score for a 10-shot is
100.10.

O’Dwyer said part of the lure of
shooting was the constant pursuit
of perfection. She has shot two
100.09s.

‘‘I’m still striving for it and I’m
very goal-orientated so it works for
me. I shot 100.09 last Sunday
[October 9] and it was such a great
shoot. I got a 10 for the first shot
and then 10.1s after that.

‘‘With shooting it’s more about
you personal best than anything,
the only person you have to beat is
yourself, which is what I quite like
about it.

‘‘It’s time that I can relax,
you’re just focusing on one thing
and you know what you’ve got to
do, you’ve just got to go ahead and
do it.’’

The mental challenge of
shooting was something a lot of
people might take for granted,
O’Dwyer said.

‘‘You’re constantly fighting
against yourself, constantly trying
to relax yourself.

‘‘You can’t get pumped like any
of the other sports because that’s
about the worst thing you could
do. You’ve got to really try and find
that zen kind of thing.’’

The secondary schools
championship took place over
three 10-shot rounds and one
20-shot round, with shooters

completing the cards at their own
clubs.

O’Dwyer scored 491.24, beating
Ashburton College’s Lanelle

Miller-McArthur by 1.04, with
A-grade Awatapu College shooter
Jess Burgess-Smith 0.1 back in
third.

O’Dwyer then took part in the
inter-island secondary schools
shoot - the competition which first
spawned her interest in the sport -
at the start of October in
Blenheim.

It is a unique event as it brings
together all the shooters in one
place at the same time, rather than
shooting at their own club.

The competition saw
outstanding results for both
Samuel Marsden and Wellington
College, who came fourth and
second respectively out of the 19
schools who participated.

O’Dwyer was joined by Luisa
Kristen and Georgia Karantze in
the Samuel Marsden team, while
Wellington College’s Wiko du Toit,
Oscar Robinson and Amalamo
Simi produced an astounding
shoot considering all three are in
their first year of shooting.

After the first three rounds, five
of the six Wellington shooters were
selected for the North Island team,
which went on to beat the South
Island by 11 points.

Du Toit was the third highest
shooter with 488.23 from five
10-shot cards across the school and
inter-island competition. His team-
mates both recorded personal
bests at the competition.

Du Toit, O’Dywer and Robinson
made the New Zealand team as a
result, going on to shoot two
10-shot cards. O’Dwyer was top
shot for New Zealand with 198.

The 12 shooters scored 1944,
which the British team will try to
beat when they shoot next year.

O’Dwyer said the shoot in
Blenheim had been one of the best
she had been part of.

‘‘We all supported each other,
which is really nice, especially
when you get on really well with
everyone. It just makes it so much
easier.

‘‘They [Wellington College] did
so well and then two of their
shooters made the New Zealand
team, it was pretty awesome.’’
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