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Rongotai the ones to watch
RUGBY

RONGOTAI COLLEGE’S first XV
have a message for their remaining opponents this season: ‘‘We’re
coming at you head on.’’
The team have been trying to
implement an attractive, run-first
style of play this year – the kind
that would please their old boys
Ma’a Nonu and the Savea brothers
– but so far it has been hit and
miss.
A first-up 26-17 win over Wairarapa was followed by a 41-12
hammering at the hands of Scots.
It looked like the Scots’ form
would continue against St Pat’s
Town last Saturday, when Rongotai found themselves down 19-0 at
halftime, having kicked away too
much possession.
Rongotai coach Dave Meaclem
said he had confidence the running gameplan would eventually
work, but after the first half he
thought it might have to wait another week.
‘‘We weren’t getting any ball in
the first half; we were kicking it to
touch and giving it away.
‘‘So the message at halftime
was to keep the ball.’’
That seemed to get through,
with tries to Karl Brownlie and
Denzelle To’o at either end of the
half leaving Rongotai ahead with
two minutes remaining.
Ray Pouvalu’s conversion of
Rongotai’s last try proved vital,
putting Rongotai ahead 22-19, as St
Pat’s Town were awarded a penalty 35 metres out and right in
front, with time almost up.
Being three points down rather
than one, Town chose to run the
ball and go for the win. Rongotai
won a turnover and with it the
game, before their jubilant fans
stormed the pitch to celebrate.
It was Rongotai’s first win over
Town since 2013, and only their
fifth win over a traditional rival in
five years.
Meaclem said the new style of
play was essential if his side were
to foot it with the ‘‘big four’’ of
Scots, Town, St Pat’s Silverstream
and Wellington College.
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First loss in 3 years
positive lesson for
Wellington Girls
UNDERWATER HOCKEY

Rongotai College centre Denzelle To’o avoids the cover defence of St Pat’s Town fullback Grayson Whitman to score.

‘We have to beat those top four teams if we want
to make the semifinals. That’s no disrespect to the
other teams in the competition, but it’s five teams
going for four spots now that Scots are so strong.’
Rongotai coach Dave Meaclem

‘‘We need to do something different to other teams, because
we’re not going to beat them at
their own game.
‘‘We have to beat those top four
teams if we want to make the

semifinals.
‘‘That’s no disrespect to the
other teams in the competition,
but it’s five teams going for four
spots now that Scots are so
strong.’’

He said he believed his side
were genuine contenders now they
had the confidence that the
gameplan could work.
‘‘It’s good for the guys because
now they know they can play that
way and win.
‘‘It’s the brand of rugby we
want to play. Getting the boys to
believe we can play like that has
been massive.’’
The win moves Rongotai ahead
of Town into fourth on the table.
Scots remain undefeated at the
top after a come-from-behind 16-12
win over Stream.
Stream coach Rob Ackerman
said his side were gutted to have
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lost after having the lead against
the table-toppers.
‘‘It was always going to go
down to the wire but we didn’t
finish it off.’’
He said his entire team played
well, led by No 8 Josh Brown and
centre Tarquinn Alatipi.
The third-placed Stream now go
into a traditional match at Wellington College today, with the latter in second place after a 47-13
win over Tawa on Saturday.
The game will be live on Sky’s
Rugby Channel from 1pm. ‘‘It will
be the first time some of the
younger fellas will be on the telly,’’
Ackerman said.

IT’S rare that the end of a winning
streak spanning three years and 98
games is described as ‘‘really positive’’. But that’s the outlook Wellington Girls’ College underwater
hockey coach Jess Freeland took
from her side’s loss in the central
zone regional tournament over the
weekend.
The team suffered their first
loss since 2012 when they went
down 3-2 to Nelson College for
Girls in the round robin.
That was followed by a 4-0 loss
in the final, ending a run of five
straight regional titles for the
school. The two losses were all the
more shocking when you look at
their record in the past 18 months.
Since the start of 2014, they
have scored 379 goals in Wellington, regional and national competitions, conceding just seven in
their unbeaten run.
But Freeland said the streak
had to end at some point and
showed the four new year 11s in
the squad that the team was not
invincible.
‘‘It’s really positive for the girls
this year, as the new girls have
never seen the team lose and it
teaches them that they have to
really work hard to win the
national tournament.
‘‘It shows them that we haven’t
just been winning because the rest
of the teams weren’t any good, it’s
been down to hard work.’’
Freeland said Nelson were better than them at the tournament
and would pose a tough test at
nationals in September.
Wellington Girls’ have won the
last two national tournaments, but
their attempt at a three-peat will
be made much harder as their
only New Zealand representative,
Freeland’s sister Abigail, will be
away with the New Zealand under23 squad at the World Championships in Spain.

THE TEAMS
Wellington Girls’ College team:
Isobel Halliday (captain), Penny
Crook (vice captain), Jess
Woodnorth, Becky Odams,
Anastasia Burn, Josie Hunt,
Abigail Freeland, Rachel Connell,
Samantha Webster, Helen Pang,
Katie Cameron
Wellington College team:
Timothy Hornabrook (captain),
Ben Paviour-Smith (vice captain),
Connor O’Neale (Team MVP of
the tournament), Jarod de Vos,
Ryan Cherry, Liam Borren, Jack
Howarth, Scott Emrys, Mackenzie
Hasson, Josh Kibblewhite
Freeland will also be in the
under-23 squad, but will arrive
back in New Zealand on the first
day of the school nationals to
coach her team.
On the senior boys’ side of the
regional tournament, Wellington
College overcame long-time rivals
Scots College. Wellington lost only
one game during pool play, to Nelson College, before easing through
their semifinal against Hutt Valley
High School 6-0.
Scots took care of Nelson in the
other semi to set up a showdown
between the two schools, who have
contested the last three zone finals
where one-goal winning margins
have been the norm.
Both boast New Zealand representatives, but the final was an
unexpectedly one-sided affair.
Wellington College were up 3-0
at halftime, before two more quick
goals after the break forced Scots
to chase the game and it ended 7-1.
Nelson College won the junior
boys’ tournament, beating Hutt International Boys’ School 3-1 in the
final, while Nelson College for
Girls won the junior girls’ title
with a 4-3 win over Wellington
East Girls’ College.

Fox on the prowl for Scots College HIBS ready for strong football season
RUGBY

FOOTBALL

SAM FOX has forgone an English
summer to slug it out in premier
Wellington college rugby.
Not that the 18-year-old from
Truro College in the south of England minds too much, having
arrived in the capital two weeks
ago to find weather similar to that
back home.
He played his first game for
Scots College in their 16-12 win
over St Pat’s Silverstream on
Saturday, starting at halfback before switching to first five-eighth
later in the game.
‘‘I didn’t expect to play a whole
game first up, so I’m a bit sore
now, but it was great to get a win
in such a big game for the school.’’
While the weather might not be
that different from England, Fox
said the style of rugby was poles
apart.
‘‘We like to kick it a bit more,
whereas these boys like to run it
and enjoy the physical confrontation at the breakdown a bit
more.’’
Fox finished his schooling in
England earlier this year and
played for his hometown college
against Scots at the Sanix world
youth championships in Japan in
May. It was there he met some of
the Scots players and thought he
quite liked the idea of playing for
them.
‘‘I liked their style of play so
asked the coaches if I could come
over and they were all for it.’’
However, rugby was not his primary reason for coming to New
Zealand, he said.
‘‘I wanted to try something different rather than staying home
during the summer. It’s a great opportunity to experience a different
culture and a different way of life
– having a bit of rugby on the side
is a bonus.’’
Fox has the credentials of a

HUTT International Boys’ School
can smell blood in premier youth
football and are on the hunt.
HIBS found themselves in the
easier of the two grading pools, but
did the job in all but one of their
games, a 3-2 loss to perennial contenders Wellington College.
They followed that result with a
2-0 win over Rongotai in the opening round of the competition
proper on Saturday.
Goals to Tyler McRobie and
Brett McBride sealed the win,
which gave their coach, Brendan
McIntyre, cause for optimism.
‘‘We haven’t had a particularly
good record there over the years,
so it was a really good result.’’
A bog of a pitch at Rongotai
meant his side had to adapt their
style, McIntyre said.
‘‘We normally try to get the ball
down and play, but the pitch didn’t
allow that so it wasn’t pretty, but
we got the win.’’
McIntyre made the switch to
coach HIBS last year after six
years at St Pat’s Silverstream.
This year is the first time in
recent memory that he has not
been involved in senior football,
after parting ways with Lower
Hutt City.
In his first year in charge, HIBS
came third in the Wellington
premier division, their best result
in the six-year history of the
combined competition.
They also managed 16th at the
secondary schools nationals, the
school’s highest ranking since a
10th-place finish in 2009.
McIntyre said the turnaround
came about through a change of
attitude within the squad.
‘‘Last year we finished 16th at
nationals, which was a good result, but this year we’ve tried to
raise the bar again.
‘‘There was an attitude when I

Englishman Sam Fox got his first taste of New Zealand rugby in Scots’ 16-12 win
over St Pat’s Silverstream last Saturday.
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quality rugby player. He represented Cornwall at under-20 level,
while also playing in the Exeter
Chiefs under-18 club premiership
side which finished fifth this year.
He boards at Scots and attends
classes, a strange situation for a
person who has already finished
high school.

‘‘The uniform has taken a bit of
getting used to, as I could wear
what I wanted back home, but
everyone has been great in welcoming me, I couldn’t have asked
for more from the school.’’
Fox will head home in September to study strength and conditioning at university.

Major Sponsors:

Last year’s
premier girls
football winners,
Hutt Valley High
School (pictured
after their win)
started their title
defence with a
4-0 win over
Queen Margaret
College.
started that if you did well and
played well, then that was great,
regardless of the result, but we’ve
changed that mindset to where we
want to win every game.
‘‘HIBS is not renowned for football; cricket is the main sport,
with rugby not far behind, so
we’re trying to find the credibility
for football at the school.’’
HIBS face a step-up in opposition again this Saturday, as they
play a HVHS side smarting from a
first-up 2-0 loss to Wellington College last weekend.
‘‘Unfortunately we’ve got to
play on Trentham Racecourse – we
couldn’t play there last week because they were running a [horse
racing] steeplechase on it.
‘‘We might have to go pat down
a few hoof marks at training but it
could play into our hands, knowing the conditions and playing in
similar [conditions] last week.’’
McIntyre was hesitant to place
too high expectations on his squad
but expected a strong showing.
‘‘If we can qualify as a top-two
team for the Wellington final, then
that’s enormous.
‘‘But I don’t want to heap the
pressure on my boys; we’re only

‘There was an attitude
when I started that if
you did well and played
well, then that was
great, regardless of the
result, but we’ve
changed that mindset to
where we want to win
every game.’
Hutt International Boys’ School
coach Brendan McIntyre

one game into the premier season
proper, so we’ll be taking it one
game at a time.’’
Wellington
College
have
stamped themselves as early
favourites for the competition,
with a brace from Oliver Chiaroni
avenging their 2014 grand final
loss to HVHS.
They will play Scots this weekend, who come off a 2-2 draw with
top-division newcomers Kapiti

College.
Scots’ goalscorers were Team
Wellington player Mickael Partodikromo and Louie George,
while Gus Mooney and Nicholas
Brice helped earn Kapiti the draw.
Kapiti face Rongotai in the final
second-round game.
For the first time since 2009,
when the Hutt Valley and Wellington football grades combined, the
competition will be without a St
Pat’s team.
Neither Silverstream nor Town
were able to make it out of a tough
grading pool, finishing behind
defending champions Hutt Valley
High School, Scots College and Rongotai College.
In the girls’ premier division, a
brace to Genevieve Berry got Hutt
Valley High School’s title defence
underway in a 4-0 win over Queen
Margaret College.
Last year’s runner-up, Wellington Girls’ College, also started
strongly with a 4-0 win over competition debutants Upper Hutt.
St Mary’s, who won the 2014
premier two title, started the
season with an 8-1 win over
Onslow thanks to a hat-trick from
Katie Barrott.

