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Silverstream stamp mar k
DANE AMBLER
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At a glance

WelTec Premiership points
table after three games: Stream
15, Scots 15, WC 10, Town 10,
Rongotai 10, Kapiti 9, Wairarapa 5,
Tawa 2, Porirua 1, HVHS 0.

St Pats Silverstream are the team
to watch in this year’s WelTec
Premiership.

The side made a strong
impression to regain the Ken Gray
Memorial Cup with a 26-3 win over
defending first XV champions Wel-
lington College last Wednesday.

Hosts Wellington started
stronger, dominating possession
in the early stages only to be held
out countless times on the line by
the spirited Silverstream defence.

Silverstream flanker Josh
Southhall and No 8 Toalima Anae
Laupola were key men in their
defence, making some big hits and
forcing the Wellington attack into
errors.

A huge break from right wing
Chris Aumua turned the game and
put Silverstream in an attacking
position. Second-five Kienan Hig-
gins scored the first try off an
attacking scrum inside the Wel-
lington 22.

Wellington continued to domi-
nate possession and the lineout but
were unable to capitalise on mul-
tiple try scoring opportunities. A
penalty to Oliver Paotonu on
halftime put Wellington on the
board.

While defence was the key to
Silverstream’s first-half, the sec-
ond was all about attack.

First-five Harrison Boyle found
form and pegged Wellington inside
their own 22 with his precision
kicking. A break from Southhall
led to a try to Teagan Harawira
early in the second.

Higgins scored his second try
off a rolling maul and replacement
halfback Swayde Brightwell

scored a 30-metre individual try to
round out a convincing second-
half performance.

Silverstream coach Tim
Mannix said the early first-half
defence was key to the win.

‘‘I thought our defence was out-
standing. It was pleasing the way
the boys spaced themselves and
just presented a wall. It was a good
team effort and I think that’s what
defence is about, everyone work-
ing, doing their bit and building

pressure on the attack.
‘‘The big message at halftime

was to hold the ball more and
reduce turnovers, because we have
a very capable attack.’’

Mannix said that having 17
players return from last year
brought cohesion and experience
to the side.

Silverstream won their first tra-
ditional game against New Ply-
mouth and have upcoming games
against St Bede’s, Palmerston

North Boys’ High School, Rongotai
College and St Patrick’s College,
Wellington.

Mannix said the goal for Silver-
stream this season was clear.

‘‘We want to make the premier
competition final, but there’s a lot
of things we have to do before we
get too far ahead of ourselves.’’

Silverstream beat Porirua Col-
lege 62-5 on Saturday to keep pace
with Scots College at the top of the
WelTec Premiership on 15 points,

although Scots’ 32-0 win over
Wairarapa College was marred by
a brawl understood to have
involved up to 40 people. College
Sport Wellington said they would
investigate the incident.

Saturday’s other results saw
Wellington College beat Tawa Col-
lege 50-0, St Pats Town hammer
Hutt Valley High School 82-0 and
Kapiti College pull off a major
coup with a 19-15 win over Rongo-
tai College.

HIBS play down bid
for hat-trick of titles
SEAN NUGENT
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Hutt International Boys’ School
are gearing up for another season
as they chase a third successive
Wellington youth premiership
football title.

The back-to-back champions
kicked off the round-robin phase
on Saturday with a 4-2 victory over
Wellington College. Despite the
strong start and the chance of a
three-peat, coach Brendan McIn-
tyre is not getting carried away.

‘‘We were happy to get into the
top six [Division 1], especially
since a lot of major schools have
missed out. We’ve punched above
our weight the last couple of years
so hopefully we can do the same
this season.’’

McIntyre said the competition
was even between all six sides. He
pointed to Wellington College and
Scots College as the greatest
challengers due to the size of the
schools and their high-quality
facilities, while he believed
Rathkeale College from Masterton
would also be tough opponents.

‘‘It’s going to be a real chal-
lenge. We just have to carry the
underdog tag as we normally do.’’

HIBS have also lost several core

players including Daniel Evans,
Andrew Heaps and former captain
Simon Belcher. Belcher was a joint
winner of the Golden Boot for top
goalscorer last season and McIn-
tyre said he would be difficult to
replace.

However, he noted that young
forward Ben Waine had been turn-
ing heads and McIntyre hoped he
could step up to the challenge o f
leading the line this season.

McIntyre said the team collec-
tive would always be greater than
any individuals. ’’It’s not about the
players – it’s about the team. We
don’t really have the individuals
that some of the other teams
have.’’

Following the opening-round
victory, McIntyre said the early
stages of the competition would be
a good chance to see where they
stand.

‘‘Over the next few weeks it will
be interesting to see where sit. It
would be fantastic to finish in the
top 3 so we can get to nationals,
and getting to the final would be
huge for us.’’

The other round-one games
ended in draws, with Tawa College
and Scots College playing out a 4-4
thriller, while Rathkeale and St
Pat’s Town were locked at 2-2.


